HUGH    LATIMER
fellow that never studied. ... I pray thee, Latimer,
tell me the cause why the Bishop of Ely and other doth
mislike thy preachings; tell me the truth, and I will bear
with thee upon amendment.5
" Quoth Latimer,c Your Grace must understand that
the Bishop of Ely cannot favour me, for that not long
ago I preached before him in Cambridge a sermon from
this text, Christus existens pontifex, etc., wherein I
described the office of a bishop so uprightly as I might,
according to the text, that never after he could abide
me, but hath not only forbidden me to preach in his
diocese, but also hath found the means to inhibit me
from preaching in the University.'
"... The Cardinal, nothing at all misliking the
doctrine of the Word of God that Latimer had preached,
said unto him, c Did you not preach any other doctrine
than you have rehearsed? '
" c No, surely,' said Latimer.
"... The Cardinal said unto Mr. Latimer, * If the
Bishop of Ely cannot abide such doctrine as you have
here repeated, you shall have my licence, and shall
preach it unto his beard, let him say what he will.' "
On the next holiday Latimer read the Cardinal's licence
from the pulpit in Cambridge.
This remarkable interview, so critical for Latimer, was
crucial for the future of the Church in England. It may be
called the starting-point of the Church of England. Wolsey
had acted as an enlightened newspaper magnate might do
towards an editor (the Bishop) who had mistakenly sup-
pressed the work of a brilliant contributor, as being contrary
to the policy of his employer.
Like Talleyrand, if less consciously, Wolsey was pre-
eminently concerned for the glory of his country. He was
aware in Latimer of a new quality which was emerging, the
English character. It was this quality which lit the subtle
sympathy that governed the surprising course of the inter-
view, with the result that for a quarter of a century Latimer
worked as a reformer within the Church instead of becoming
a rebel outside it.
Latimer made generous use of the Cardinal's licence. He
was attracting dangerous attention again by his unorthodox
sermons, when Henry VIII's first marriage difficulty became